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The Honorable Gina McCarthy 

LISA MURKOWSKI
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851 EAST WESTPOINT DRIVE, SUITE 307
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(907)376-7665 

Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave Nw 
Washington, D.C. 20460-0003 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I recently received a letter from Ms. Michelle Ravenmoon, Chairperson of the Kijik 
Corporation, expressing "deep concern over the potential effects of the Environmental Protection 
Agency's (EPA) Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment on Kijik's land." 

In her letter, Ms. Ravenmoon asks that I share her concerns with you, and seek clarification on 
the following questions: 

1. "Will the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment be used as a basis to invoke a 404c 
determination by the EPA under the Clean Water Act?" 

2. "Will 404c be used to effectively revoke the terms of ANCSA for the Alaska Native 
Corporations whose land holdings are within the assessment boundaries? Has the 
potential impacts upon ANCSA corporation land been properly evaluated by the EPA in 
this process?" 

3. "Why do EPA memoranda that contemplate the taking of development rights not include 
discussion of paying for those rights? Have the development rights for ANCSA land 
owners within these watersheds been appropriately reviewed?" 

Like Ms. Ravenmoon, I have significant concerns about the consequences that EPA's actions 
could have on development in Alaska. I am enclosing here a copy of her correspondence, and 
request that you personally respond to her questions in a timely and definitive manner. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Murkowski 
United States Senator 
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1577 C. Streat, Suile 302 
Anchorage, Alaaka 99501 

phone	907-561.4487 

lax.	907•582-4945 

toll-froe^	800-478-4487 

February 12, 2014 

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski 
United States Senate 
709 Hart Senate Building 
Washington, 04 20510 

Re: Environmental Protection Agency — eristol Bay Watershed Aasessment 

qear Senator Murkowski; 

On behalf of Kijik Cor poratton, the ANCSA village corporation for the community of Nondalton, we wish 
to share with you our deep concern over the potential eifects of the Envlronmenta) Protectlon Agency's 
(EPA) 6ristol Bay Watershed Assessment on Kijfk's land. As near{y all of Kijfk's ANCSA land Is within the 

assessment boundaries, the importance of this matter to Kijik cannot be understated. 

Kijlk initialiy expressed its concerns when public comment was invlted following Introduction of the 
preliminary draft of the watershed assessment. Our coniments (see attached — Exhlbit A) to the EPA 
stated; 

"Thn intended torgets ond ulrimate impacts of the watershed assessment are unclear, EPA 
represNntatives hove publicly stoted the tarpet activity of the assassment !s large srale mining. 
Mnreover, these some representotives have verbolly stated the ossessment is not Intended to affect 
future development on private land or public lnfrastructure proJects. However, the ossessment report 
does nvt cieorly stote prlvote lands wfll ren7ain unaffected. Kifik respectfijtly requests that the 
assessment report be amended to unequivocally state, wlthout condition or qualificatJon and ln terms 
too clear to be misunderstood, thot prlvate lond holdings will not be affected by the assessment." 

Qur review of the flnaf Assessment report reteased last month found no attempt by the EPA to clarify 
this matter, we are left to conclude the fuil Intent of the EPA's watershPd assessment is Intentlonaliy 

lett vague so the report may serve as the basis for stopping not only Pebble development but potentialfy 
aII development withln the assessment boundaries. Our conciusion is supported by rrPA memoranda 
recent{y brought to our attention (see attached — Exhibit B) dated Septembsr 14, 2010 where EPA staff 

cleariy state: 

"A bttj proJcct Uke Pebble woufd bc o big blow by ftselj (not to mention seven more pebbles), but it Is the 
accumulotlon of mtnes, hlghways, ond all assoclated resldentlal and commerclol development enabled 

02/18/2014 2:32PM (GMT-05:00) 
02/19/2014 12:37PM (GMT-05:00)'
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by the large scole developments, thac wll/ uldmately couse the demise oj the resources we are 
torgeting." 

The EPA memo, unlike the assessment report, does not equlvocate regarding EPA's intent. it is clear 
they ere addressing all forms of deveiopment. As such, our concern for our land and our deveiopment 
rights Is cieariy vaiid and the threatening posture EPA has assumed towards our ANCSA land cannot be 
Ignored. 

We greatiy appreciate your eariier effort to seek ciarification from the EPA regarding al) potentiai 
Impacts of their watershed assessment, Your letter dated Aprll 18, 2012 to former EPA Administrator 
tisa Jackson stated: 

"Gonslrtent wlth my past Inqulries, they (your sta/j) asked Adminlstrator McLerran abaut the potantlal 
impact of a preempt/ve veto oj development In the Bristol 8ay watershed for not only mfnJng, but aif 

other development." 

While Aennis Mclerran asserted the assessment report wouid be narrowly crafted, presen+ation of their 
vagaries was cieariy Imponant to his response. 

As we have littie confidence the EPA wouid respond directly to our Inquiries, we respectfuiiy request 
that your offlee share our concerns with the current EPA Administrator, Glna McCarthy, and seek 
ciariflcation to the following: 

1. Will the Bristol 8ay Watershed Assessment be used as a basis to Invoke a 404c determinadon by 
the EPA under the Clean Water Act? 

2. Will 4044c be used to effectiveJy revoke the terms of ANCSA for the Alaska Native Corporations 
wtiose land hoidings are within the assessment boundaries? Has the potential impacts upon 
ANCSA corporation land been properly evaivated by the EPA in this process? 

3. Why do EPA memoranda that conternpiate the taking of deveiopment rights not include 
discussion of paying for those rights? Wave the deveiopment rights for ANCSA land owners 
within these watersheds been appropriateiy reviewed? 

We beileve that even if the EPA continues to be unclear In their response, at least our views wili have 
been canveyed directiy to the adminlatrator and wd can pian accordingiy, 

Thank you for your time and consideration of our request. Should you or your staff have any questions 
of KIJIk, piease don't hesitate to call upon me or our CEO, Ventura Samaniego, at 907-561-4487 or e-mall 
at ventura(df,KjlikpjD,com. 

Yours truiy, 
16AA ARIM.fM00 

Micheile Ravenmoon, Chairperson 
Klllk Corporation

02/18/2014 2:32PM (GMT-05:00) 
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Exhibit A 

July 20, 2012 

Office of Environmentai Inforniation (OEI) Qocket (Mail Code: 2822'f) 
Docketd tPA•MQ-0RD-2012•0276 
U,S. Environmontral Protcction Agency 
1200 Pettnsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, OC 20460 

Re: An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of erlstol eay, Alaska 

bt:ar Sirc 

On behalf of Kljik Corporation, we appreciate the opportunity to present some initlai comments on the 
referenced document, Kijik Corporatlon (Kijik) is the ANCSA village corporation for the village of 
Nondaiton and Kqik's entire 126,000 acre land base Is located within the assessment boundaries, The 
majorlty of Nondalton's residents are Kijik shareholders or shareholder descendants and Nondalton is 
the closest village to the proposed Pebble project. As such, we believe we havo a signiflcant stake In the 
outcome of both the assessrnerit anct the Pebble project. 

We have revlewed EPA's 6rlstol 8ay watershed assessment and Kij1k representat(ves attended the 
Anchorage and Nondalton public hearings held on June 4" and 7`" respectively. Our eomments and 
concerns are as follows: 

Pssessment lmnacts 
The Intended targets and ultlmate Impacts of the watershed assessment are unciear, EPA 
representatives have publlcly stated the target activity of the assessment is large scale 
mining, Moreover, these same representatives have verbally stated the assessment is not 
(ntended to affect future development on private land or pubilc Infrastructure projects. 
However, the assessment report does not cleariy state privato lands will bc remaln 
unaffected, Kijik respectfully requests that the assessment report be amended to 
unequlvocally state, without condltion or qualificatlon and in terms too clear to be 
misunderstood, that private land holdings wili not be affected by the assessrnent, 

AQSessment Obleetives 
The EPA watershed assessment does not have a set of Glearly stated objectives. At a very 
fundamental level, we need to ask: what !s the purpose oJ the assessment and more 
Importantly how does it help? The assessment report, as published, represents a set of 
assumptlons appafed to a mining model that does not exist that is then vetted In a politically 

02/18/2014 2:32f'M (GMT-05:00) 
02/19/2014 12:37PM (GMT-05:00)`



02/19/2014 w8D 800 PAX 18778570322 Kurkowski - Anchorage -»- Kurkoweki DC Pax	®005/007 

F(B-1 t3 - 201 4 11: 04 FR019:1: I J UC CCS:P	19075624945	T0:18778570322	P. 5` 7 

charged arena fraught with controversy, emotion and misunderstanding, Kijlk has a genuine 
need for asslstance to better understand a compiex Pebble project. 1'o the extent Kijik may 
not understand, Kljik needs to have confldence the reguiatory agencies wlll objectively 
review or reguiate the compiex mining processes that could affect Kijlk's interests. The 
assessment report does not facllitate a better understanding of the Pebble project, 
Moreover, the assessment appears to represent an Ili-advised move by the EPA to "jump lnro 
the /roy" thereby compromising Its regulatory roie and diminishing pubiic confldence that 
the duties of the EPA wili be objectiveiy discharged. 

IIi,	Assessmqrqt Conclusians 
The assessment report draws no conciusions. Kljlk notes the report outlines the foliowing 
four (4) key areas of concern; however, no concluslons are drawn, 

A, TaiNngs dam faiiure 
S. Pipeline failure 
C. Water collectton & treatment failure 
0, Road & cuivert fallure 

The assessment does not estabiish that the foregoing exposures are inherent to the Pebble 
project or any other proposed mine being consldered for the region. 

We recpect the request made by EPA reprresentatives, at the publlc hearings, that pubiic comment focus 
upon potential Improvements to the report and its tochnicai data, Wowever and In Kljlk's view, there are 
far more fundamental concerns regarding what was Intended, what did the EPA hope to accompllsh and 
what has the EPA concluded from the assessment exercise, 

lastiy, Kijik is compelied to comment upon the alieged origin of the Bristoi Bay watershed assessment. 
EPA representatives have publicly stated, In pubilc hearings and on the EPA website, the assessment was 
undertaken at the behest of various Alaska Native trlbes and tribal groups, Never before, In the history 
of Native American and federal government relations and to our knowledge, has the federal 
government responded so expeditiously and aggressively to the beckoning's of the trlbal communities. 
4nly recentiy, in a letter from Alaska's Senator Lisa Murkowskl to President Obama, the attentlon of the 
administration was drawn to the "significant vioiattons of tribal consuitation pollcies;' By conducting a 
watershed assessment, Kijik doas not beiieve the EPA sought to break the moid that has historically 
formed federal-tribal reiatlons. It Is evident that some other purpose or predisposition is baing served 
by the assessment process. The EPA's decision to not approve the request advanced by various tribes 
and tribel groups seeking nothing more than an extension of time to review and comment upon the 
watershed assessment supports our contention, 

If you have ony questions concerning the above or Kijlk Corporatlon, please don't hesitate to contact our 
President & CEO, Mr, Ventura Samanlego at: ventura®kilikcoro,com , 

Thank you for your consideratlon. 

Yours truiy, 

Betty Chllcott, Chairperson 
Kijik Corporation

02/18/2014 ._ ..2..-.32P.M....(GMT,-05:00)  
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$uhJocn rw: rnounhto for Uro Drhtol Aay dlsouesion Iomorrow 

PhAllp North 
l:cologlat 
Envlronmentat Protoctlon AQvncy 
Konol Rtvor Contor 
514 f ur+ny Rfver ROod 
9olootno, Noska 09660 
(007) 714.2483 
fox 260-6892 

norm.phll&pa.pov 

"To protoct your Nvnrs, protoct your mountaina " 
-- ronvorded by Phit NonMito/u8GPM1 c an t1fU14ft010 1314 PM -- 

f: rom:	PnA No:1hIRt0rUB@p/vU9 
To	tdlchnql3a:orluprA10tU8EPA1tJSQ}tFPA,Richnrtll+sn;INR1IVUSEPMISDGPA 
Dafo	09114r:010 t 1'4e AM 
8ub'Ina.	Yhoughtc for d:o Oriafnl Bay diecuasion mmortow 

AICfc Ond Mtcht)ol, 
I hopa thot ot ihts polnt ovoryono hns oottorr lholr rMnds nrnund rho Idoa that our tocus Is on the rosourcc 
ond not on ony partkx,lar proJoct. To that 3nd, hrrc aru t:nnro 04ughts abovt how I mlQnt apprU3ch a 
404c oCUon. Tho Inndscapo untl that supporta thn rosourco wo aro dlacuealn0 la tho Dristcl Oay 
watorahed, So Initfally h sooms thot oren should bo tho targot ot our 404c octlon, During the procaas or 
dovotoping our proposod detorminolion wo would ro6na our tatgot areo b05od on tho nood tor protection 

Nut h bo prodoclslonal, btn looklnp ahood, ot tho six 8nstol 9oy watorchod6 oll btrl tho Nustiogak ond 
Kvlchak aro mozuy fodorol oonnorwuon land (wildli(e rotugc or notlonal park). Noarly all of tho Nusnagok 
nntl mudt ol tho Kvlchok aro stelo or privnln Iand (inr.luding tribal), opon for dovolopmonl and with litlla 
lond uso pinnning Utat torgota prolactlon of aquatic roaourcos. And thot:n twovrotarchode producb holtof 
Brlstol tioys aulmon. So tor tttoro orc two typoa of dovoloptnant that havo boon Idantlnod In Stato ot 
Aloakn plarm4lp tlncumontc thot oould havo slpnlfiralt udvnrso affcno on aquoUc re: ourcos. Tho flr^t Is 
what drow our oltontlon hare, rnlning. 'Thi, buwnd Is roea bulldlttp. The Srnto of Aloska hos ouUlnod an 
oxlonolvo rond sycfom Ihat d000 not currontly oxlfrt. If tt woa conatNctod as Prop000d it woutd causo 
slgni6com odvorso eltcds, 

I thlnk tt i:; impoitant to koop In mind lhnt tho (oas9 of aquadc rcvourcas wo havo axporioncod oround tho 
cauntry has boan tncromental. No ono proJact cou5od thn loas ot a tlah populatlon. Yot. in splto ot nnndy 
dt) yoots ot tairty aggroaolvo wator prvtectlon, wo havo niarty popueUans ot ondongarod sntmon and 
othot oquoUc orgnrtlsmt:. Tho p(xv etoto ot our oouoJc rocour000 haDtonod aumulativoly, on4 proJact ot 
A Gmo. 6dstol t38y wllt (>a no diflar6nL Whilo ono loroo hiphway proJnrt nr ono minn will cnuxo r, 
ntOnlffcant ndvtsmo ntfncl, it probably will not klll tho rosourco. A bip ramJor.t liko Pobblo would bo e t,tg 
blow by Itst:ff (not to rnontlon sovon moro F 3ebblaq), but It Is tho occumulatlon ot mincs nnd hlghways, and 
ulI 1ho aCQdclntod robldcntiol Ond CAmmnrcla) dovOlopmonl onOblod bylhO lorQer aGala dovhlopmonln, 
thnt wlil ultlrnaloly enu:,o tho domlco ot tho rasourena wo aro targralinll. 

So 0 04o thot tar90t s thn primory hobltat oi tho recourco we aro uying to protact, aolmon, I:: n INicni 
npprooch. Firot ot tno bpodflC hobitat lovnl by prahlbainp discnorgo In aueam channota At1d lho nparlAn 
(or od(acont) woUbnda Ural most ulroctly support thom. Socond by Inllio py nddfe9Sinp 6rislol 8oy dc tt 
wholo thon nnnowtno to those woturshods ttttit ore Ot f1Sk.
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I thou0ht thoz+o inlpht bo usuful Idoox I( you pot Uito tho woodc tomorrow. 

PMI 

PS • Mlchool, my compular t:yztom ia stlii not 10096, my phono lo not eblo to play boek phono mo9aopos. 
Bul I r,ow lhol you callod. 

PMIIIP Nonh 
Ecolopixt 
Etr+ltonmottlat Protaatort Apottct+ 
Kanal pNa Contor 
514 funny Rlvor Rooa 
Soldotna, Aloalm t)tiGOB 
(907) 714;2493 
fax 280-S992 
noAh,phll@opa.pov 

'To protoct your rlvorr, protoct your mountnlna "
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